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132 - 150 GCI's.

After publishing the histony booklei of 137-150 <n 1998, three

feesh cotfections of photos tunned up,

30....after adding mosl of the photos from Zhe bookiet, a comprehensdve
and wonthwhite pictordiad has now been produced. .., showing the pholos
of 132 and 150. This witl withoutr doubl piease many of The ex—
members of the two stationa,

The pholos appear in no specdal oxdenx....they appear as 1've beasd
been abfe to (it them together. A few sketches have been added,
hopefutly Lo someximes add a titite more detail.

And hopefully ihis different type of staiion haestony wité seave

as an addiiion, on Appendix - Zo the earldiexr stony of 152 and 150.

Sg £f'a thanks Lo my co-producend:
George Bretheas,
Roy Crudichashank,
Bob MeDonnett,
lan Leith,
Bayan Wardte,
Max Grant,
Fred Box,
Keith Backashatt,
T've added my own few photos, and pubfished The nesuft,

50 - please enjoy!
Monnde Fentow.
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132 RS and 150 RS.

At the end of 1942, Austrabia obtaimed 3 Sguadions of Spitfires from
England, and afler warming up exeircdses in the south, these famous fighlens
commenced operaiions 4in the worth duting Januaay 19435.

The artdvat in Auatralin of the Spitfines, in a highfy secnet opexaiiow
code-named 'CAPSTAN,' alae included two coninofting Mk. V COL/GCI nadans,
and the Tranamiiien and Recediven uniis of these wene each housed in glant
Crossbey vans, with generators and aeriads mounied on sepanate frailens.

The new fightenr degence, together with {1a GCl radax, swung the contrel

of the ain wer over Damwin 4in favourn of the Atlies. The nadax, housed

in the Croasleys, was sel up at Knuckey's Lagoon ai ithe 9 mite, and the
operatons and Controtfers became shilied at inacking and Vecioning, on
dineeling, the aireragi to an aliitude and course which gave an advanlage 4n
any {ntercepiion. The alaiion was known and ideniified as 132 Radar, ana

was veny successfud in {is task of guiding the Spitf<ines lowanrds enemy
aircrafl.

In Octobex 1943, a new Voover al Knuckeys was buiff, and <in Decemben, new
Canadian RWG/GCI was {nstatied, and after cheching {1s accuracy against

that of the proven 'ofd’' GCI, the mobife gear .4 packed , and the Caoarleys
moved oui and down #o Adefadide River. Thexe 1t was sel up as a new sdalionm...
150 Radax.

Both atatdions operated uniif the end of the war, though by Lhen both were
on adand-by.-

The pictonial shows a good mix of photes of the camps and many personned,
atso a pew of the Doovens which add consddenably fv iis intexesi.
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132 R.S. The pholo on the foblowing page shows the Rx van ana the Tx
van wetd hidden nose 1o tadif undenr camoupfage.

The Recesven - the hearl of the GCI..
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The CROSSLEY Taucka at Knuekeys Lagoon.

The Receaven fruck ai tegt, Transmiiien Lruck ai - night
The path teaa 1o ihe aerdial, and the camp was at rdight rear.

132 RS,

G.b.

furnea aerdal...wdith i1s classy camouflage.

The hand

132 RS.

G.5.




132 RS.
AT The tubes of the RX.
G.B.

132 RS, The interdon of the residence of Geosge Brothera,
J.hcGanvdie, 1.8ryan and Cot.lacobs.

G.8,




133 RAPAR - Bl Py

“hes nTreeeTion Feaw,

132 RS. S/L. Brand's intexcepiion team.....{From Left)
Gten McGarvie, Jack Sands, Roy Cruichshank, S/L. Mot Brand,
*Tubby' Bryan and Bob McDonnett.

R.T.hecl.

R TR
g 132 RADAY . 1o BEd
’ ‘E?“I Do

132 RS, The usuat essentiaf convendience. The somewhal
fnnevereni signage was cbiéiterated afiexn the C.0.
discovened L. R.T.Meb




132 RS.

George Brothens
measures up againsi
ihe anthitis, .5

132 RS. 'Magneldl' anthiffs not fax from the station.

G.b.




il

A CROSSLEY *DOOVER.'

{Top) A 3 cylinder Listen generaton

on a 7 wheel fnaifer, with an

olfdea deaign pontabfe aenial,

probably hand tunned.

lLeft) Crossfey fenden, with unfined
§raned éatd—top. One window

in front panel.

[Right} A Tx van - insufated
hard-top. Canvas annex
could be Let down on
one aside. Mechanics'
bench and storage
across frond of van

{Below) An Rx van - dinsufated
hand-top - fan vent-
Latad. Canvas Light-
thap and annex at reat
over stepa.




P e
132 RADAR - ;

Ovaler Iy Reom
Aoy 4

132 RS.

The Oxderdy Room and Mess ai the Knuckeys camp.

R.T.Meb.

sl - 8
Ly 13 RawaR -
F T Camp Thowers

LY Sy

132 RS. The showers and abkutiona...

The xeason for the roof

coveading remadins something of a mysteny.

R.T.Mel.
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132 RS. The teni of Geoage B. and Co. when {irsi al Knuckeys.
The hui was consirucied fo give more zoom
A vegetablte ganden was behind the hul.
G.5.

VT - RN o I o R v
132 RS. G.Brothens, Doug Goadon, *Akim' Stewari, J.McGarvie
and Jack bagan.

G.B.




132 RS,

J.meGarvie, Geonge Brothens, 'Akim' Stewant, Cok.
Jacobs and Jach Buyas pose outside thein estade.

G.B.

|Jake)

AV
S -

AT,

Y,

T | WA
T

The Wireteas Station ai the 11 mife where the 132
pensonned were finst camped.

G.6.
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1372 RS. Adr Raid praetice and dadiff, 2in hats ‘n all.
Jack bryan, J.McGarvie, Cok Jacobs, ------ , 'Akim' Stewaxri.
appean neady {c take on any naddex coming loo close.
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132 RS. Bift Goodman and Jack Bayan lake L0 the watex nean the
4aft on Knuckey's Lagoon, in 1943.

R.C,

132 RS.  Looking acros Knuckey's Lagoon Before THt waw
Doovern gon the RWG wad commenced.
; G.4.
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132 RS. Roy Cruickshank |above] and Bob McDornel! ai the Bearima
Cemeleay,  Alao showing the graves of unddenidfdied
civdibians and U/d Japanese aiwmen.

R.C.




132 RS.

Eanie Pascoe| abovej
and Jack Sanda.

[Jack became an
Accountant in Peath. |

R.C.




i32 RS.
Jack Sands and Bob McDonnmedtt
with a pain of kitiens
that sirayed into camp.

R.T.McD.
Afec (Spog) Panefid.
G.8.

| Bedow)




132 RS, The 11 mife Wirefess Station.... home 1o the 132 Peasonned
fnom November '4%2 2o Apaib '43.

R.C.

132 RS. Budiiding the new camp al Knuchey's where Zhe Doovea was Locaied.
Ron Young, taxide Matieas, Hanny Samblebe, |Sam), Bift Goodman,
Roy Cruickahank, Ron Beeatey.

R.C.
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132 RS.
Bkt Goodman

and ~-==w-u=

132 RS. |Below.)

Ltes Duthie,
Bitt Langcake,
Atee Panedkfd,
Hanofd Bigneld.
M.G.




132 RADAR. P

|Right.)

Exn Pascoe, R.Weekes,

Bob Doyle,

Bob McDonneff, M.Gadd,
and J.Sands at Knuckey'a|
Lagoon. i

|Centae, )

Bob McDonneld shows his
ability to wear two
hatsl

132 R.S.

|Right.])

e Conirollen coufd
occasionally pe tathed into
using his Laanspoat to 'go
fishing'.....

R.Weekes, S/Ldr Brand
and Bob McDonnelf at
Howanrd Rivex.

R.C.
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132 R.S.
|At_Right]

Ern. Pascoe,
M.Gadd,

Bob McDonnelf,
R.Weehkes,

R .Crudibshank .

137 R.5

1AL Right)

712" python kRiffed in the 137 camp.
An extra fong photo o show it aff!
Also in the photo are W .McMilfan,
- Mudn, R.Weekes and - Handing.

{Bedfow)
"Chaisimas is coming and the geese
_._ane gg.«ttﬂg gati?

R.C.
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132 RS. S/L. Moai Baand af Howand Riven, oun pavouriie §eshing spoi.
This was the calch of the day.
{The neaten the adven mouth, the nearen we were {0 The crocs,
Foa these nips, Mont used 1o gei a Fighter Seciexn vehacke.)

R.C.

..
: P s

S ) . T . ot
132 RS. Bob Weekea, Jack Sands, Roy Caudlchshank af Rowards Riven
after croca. Once we shot a 14 footen...the Abonigines Loved
if....they prized the skin.

R.C.
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Bob Weekes, lack Sands,
BLikL Langcake,

Al Howand Rivea. 303'4
were haadfy necessany
gon fishing!

132 RS.  Jach Bryan, Bill Goodman, Roy Cruichshank, George Broihens
al Rapid Creek <n 1943. The cheek aan behind RAAF daome
and wad jinst ctass fresh waiex. z.c

22



132 RS.

Th= Hospitality Bar in the 'Dirty Nest.'

"This was our masterpiece....we built it and decorated it with
a backdrop of photas from the megazine 'MAN,'

We would ell save our weekly ration of grog for a party.
Controller S/L Mort Brand always provided a bottle of 0ld Court
whisky and a bottle of Gilbeys gin and would not take payment."

FEPTERRARFHR I HY R.C.

When the new RWG became operstional, errangements were made for

the 132 personnel to occupy a sleeping hut and to 'mess' at 105 FCH,
The 132 Security Guards only were left to occupy the camp at
Knuckey's Lagoon where their only company was the regular beat

from the Caterpillar diesels instelled ss part of the new set-up.

TR R AR S
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SKETCH PLAN of the second 137 stafiam. ~ 2
The equipmeni was Canadian RWG/GC1 and the 6. A ’; -
whote slation was camouflaged lo xesembie T A

a

!
z
3
4.
5
]

7

.

The Doovern (grandsiand).
. Aeadat. Vo
. Calwatk for wed season. I 8 Ry
Lafrines [Tolatisaion). /

. Guard box. / ‘

. Track from highway.

« Diesets.

Guarda' camp.
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Approex tayoul

x

R.T. =1
= E of Pooven.

K

in Mecits
Flregos) 22 )
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smatt raceinack. Knuckey's Lagoon, 9 mites / -’
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132 RS. The Canadian RWG station which came indo opeaaiion
in March 1944,

G.b,

x>

k!-; ;on.,
e LT

| —RNG.k-CI Equyement”
Uthe Sceonef 133 Station ) wi

i

132 RS. The RWG/GCI....camougbaged to nesemble a race track.
Accesd {n the wed season was gadned via a calwalk.

MUF.




A RS Doganiy - Fh Heve’

f/knq !‘lqc Cn.fw‘ﬁt'{
L Festg ] wom RenbT ,‘-"-‘9'-—-’!
Adug v f -

132 RS. Appaaachmg the Doover atang the wet season catwalk.

The demotilion bombs carn be seen in the goreground.
M.F.

132 RS. F/Sgt Ed. Handes, Cpt. Bob Doyte, F/0. Coninolfen
'Netson' Eddy, LAC Stan Cadichion, Cpd. Jack Parkinson.

Aug. 1945. M.F




150 RADAR - hne o
£tom Dooves 5 genevatow

150 RS.

The Line-up of vehictes
and equipment at Asefaide
Rivenr.,

I.L.

150 RADAR - Mky o).
LIsTER 3 oyl . Towsen Wnd—

Gow,
..... ptenty of xoom to enteniadin.
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150 S.From Top down. F.B.

Keith Backshaff undergoes
treatment from Athof Kemp
and Haray Cribb. Obviousfy
a shoatage of combs, on
penhaps tangled focks!

Fred Box "af home'

{From Top doum. ) B.u.

150 RS.Reg Butter and 'Noam' at 150

in Octoben 1944.
ALE showened befone the evering
meal..... one couldn'l appeanr
kot and sweaty in the Mess!



150 R.S. {L. to R.] 1Ian Grayfing, Jim Setches, ---- Don Tagganri, B.W.
F/0 0unias, F/O Waldrion.

'Joe from Namboun,' Keith Backshalf, Bayan Wardfe,
Percy Lee Koo, Affan Dennison.
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Mawy 12|

150 RS.
e T5tn swimming pool st Adelaide River near the 150 Radar camp.

The pool was very popular with the radar lads and appears to have been
their principal recreational spot. However, the ovcecasivnal croc was
sighted, so precaulions were always taken to give Lthe 'zll clear'
before venturing in. 1L

FRUBRRAN WL AT U §
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150 RADAR ADELAIDE RIVER.

Mount ey
'5”% 43 &3

Lily cow_uedl.agoon.a
lIn dry season)

Tropical Savanrah ' ﬂ
Woodfand.
Te.uu.te

Mounds.

4

To Swimming Hole m/k-we.»\'.
e To Adefaide River Erossing

]

150 RADAR.

r
Mechs Te. Ops’ Tents

Doover VH

et odl O hes

Meas and Kifchen

R S
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IN CONCLUSTION,

11 aseems afmost a certainty that twe CROSSLEY GCI stationd, oa 'Doovens,’
came compieie with MR.V Radar gear fo Austnafia with 'Capstan,' the code-
wond hiding the aarival of the Spitfines in 1942,

One Line of Crosafeys finst sei up with a unit on Ash 1aland near Newcastfe
then thansfexned te a couple of othen eastean stations begore moving on fo
Queensland and eventuafly to Merauke.

The othexr undii is the one we have foflowed at 132 and 150, and which played
a veary ective rofe in Ausfrafia’'s defence.

These unique vehicfes which could afmost be caffed a refic of The firat
wonld wan, have since disappeared from all sight and knowledge..... but
who krows.....one just might be hiding somewhere in a farmen’s baan and
powt -house .

What a find {f one of these vehicles shoutd be discovered!

There wene - 1 befdieve - 6 Caossleys with Capatan, 3 of which became the
heant of 132 Radan. And as the English and Austrafian Spitfine Squadrons
now form an honoured part of Austrafia's war-time history, so foo should
the GCI nadar sfation that dinected them - particufanly 137 and its Crossley
tine-up from Knuckey's Lagacon ai the 9 mife, and as 150 down at Adefaide
Riven.

One of these cumbersome big vehicfes, and (s hand-tuaned aeriaf and
equipment, deseave an honouned place in the Austrafian War Memondiaf Museum
at Canbeana.

State of the Aat in their day - they would now appean as primitive ploneen-
ing gear when companed with the equipment now used by the Dedence Fonces.

(SR ERES TR L







